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DOWNEY ð Two Apollo 

Command test modules 
are coming home to the 

place of their birth, one 

for a visit, the other for a 
permanent stay.  

 

They are being groomed 
for display at the Colum-

bia Memorial Space and 

Learning Center, nearing 
completion at 12400 

Clark Ave., on the site of 

the former North Ameri-
can Rockwell/Boeing 

aerospace facility.  

 

Formal opening is Jan. 31, 2009, said the centerôs Executive Director 
Jon Betthauser.  

 

It is named in honor of the ill - fated crew of the Columbia Space Shuttle, 
which exploded upon re -entry into Earthôs atmosphere Feb. 1, 2003. 

 

Apollo Boilerplate 19, a gum -drop shaped structure so named because it 
is made out of steel, arrived at the site Wednesday, shipped by truck 

from a previous display in Lancaster on loan from the Smithsonian Insti-

tute in Washington, D.C.  
 

Boilerplate 12, which the city obtained last year after it had been on dis-

play at a union hall in Paramount, has been on the adjoining Downey 
Movie Studio site.  

 

BP 12 was reportedly the first module to be boosted into space atop a 

rocket in 1964, then released to test whether attached parachutes 
would allow a safe landing from some 35,000 feet. It worked, said Bet-

thauser. The 10 - foot high, 13 - foot wide module will be refurbished and 

put on display outdoors on the west side of the center, Betthauser said.  
 

It was joined Wednesday by BP 19, which was also used for testing pur-

poses in the 1960s and dropped several thousand feet from a cargo 
plane, said Jerry Blackburn, a Rockwell employee at the time and now 

head of the Downey Aerospace Legacy Foundation, an area group of 

former aerospace employees and other supporters whose aim is to keep 
the space legacy of the Downey site alive.          Continued on Page 2  

Jon Betthauser looking inside of BP19 with CBS News 



 

 

Early Space Module Back  òBP 19 was constructed in Downey by North American Aviation in 1963ó 
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BP 19 was constructed in Downey by North American Aviation in 1963 and used in many para-
chute drop tests.  

 
The rigorous safety tests employed on Apollo BP 19 will also be used on its successor ð the Orion 

ð NASAôs newest vehicle. Substantially larger in diameter than the Apollo space capsules, the 
Orion capsules can carry up to six astronauts. Orion will be able to dock with the International 

Space Station, and will eventually return humans back to the moon, Betthauser said.  

 

ñApollo Boilerplate number 19ôs homecoming is important because it shows ð along with its sister 
spacecraft boilerplate 12 ð the beginnings of the Apollo program in its test phases,ò said James 

Busby, director of public and media relations for the Aerospace Legacy Foundation.  
 

ñThe two modules answered the basic questions about whether three people could survive launch-
ing and landing in a single craft.ò 

 
Blackburn and Busby have set up shop in the Downey Movie Studio complex and will help operate 

the center with fundraisers and technical advice at the invitation of the city.  

 
They were on hand Wednesday to welcome BP 19 home and place it and BP 12 on the center site 

for restoration. BP 19 will be on display inside the two -story, $9 million learning center.  
 

BP 12 was first used May 13, 1964 and then on two impact landing tests before it was given to 
the union hall, Blackburn said.  

 
BP 19 was carried aloft by a plane at least nine times and used in parachute drop tests over China 

Lake Naval Station before it was given by NASA to the Smithsonian, which in turned loaned it to 
the city of Lancaster, Blackburn said.  

 
The two modules are from the earliest period of space exploration and helped Downey -based en-

gineers design and build the space shuttles for later manned flight, he noted.  
Article by Arnold Adler , LA Wave Newspaper (http://www.wavenewspapers.com/)  

BP19 arrives in front of Bldg 290 at Downey Studios 
Jon Betthauser looks over BP19 with Jerry Balckburn 



 

 

Through The Looking Glass                       E-mail  your answer to alfdowney@aol.com 
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Oil Wells in Santa Fe Springs 

Rio San Gabriel River (New River) 

Lakewood Blvd. 

Alameda 

Runwaysï Vultee Field 

Construction of new offices 

Picture courtesy of Downey Historical Society 

What year was this photograph taken? 
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The Countdown Begins                        By Samantha Gonzaga,  Long Beach Press Telegram Staff  Writer 

Preview of Downey's Columbia Memorial Space Center reveals a 

fun experience ahead for the whole family  
 

Long Beach Press Telegram  

By Samantha Gonzaga, Staff Writer  ï  July 20, 2008 

 

DOWNEY - Want to know how much you weigh on the moon and on Mars? In less than six months, 
standing in the space boots of an astronaut will be within Earthly reach. The Columbia Memorial 
Space Center is scheduled 
to open its doors this win-
ter, four years after Con-
gress passed the resolu-
tion that named the city as 
the facility's home. It's a 
fitting honor for Downey, 
whose history includes the 
rise of its aviation and 
aerospace industries. 
 
Right: A rendered view of 
the Downey space center's 
lobby, shows the entrance 
to the main exhibit flanked 
by an 18 -foot high mosaic 
on the left with the interac-
tive rocket launcher exhibit 

in the foreground.  
Illustration: Ron Davis, Gyrocope Inc. 

 
"We feel that it's going to have a big impact regionally, through the offering to extend (its use) to the 
school districts beyond Downey Unified School District," said Mayor David Gafin. "Although it's in 
Downey, it's open to everybody."  
About $10 million has been invested in the project, with an additional $5 million coming from federal 
funds. But don't call this two-story 18,000-square-foot aluminum-coated building a museum. City offi-
cials say the facility is designed as a learning center equipped with state-of-the-art offerings from a 
high-definition computer lab to a revolving series of exhibits on loan from institutions such as the 
Smithsonian, the Jet Propulsion Laboratory and NASA.  
"We want to be dynamic, we always want to have something new for returning visitors," said Scott 
Pomrehn, assistant to the city manager.  
Gafin said the learning center is not geared to be a revenue-generator for the city, adding that admis-
sion prices will be low. "It's never intended to be a revenue producer," he said. "It's a public service 
like the parks. It's for the betterment of our citizens and those from other areas."  
The center pays tribute not just to Downey's connection to the Apollo Space program, but to the last 
crew of the space shuttle Columbia. Another crew, that of the space shuttle Challenger, is at the heart 
of the center's interactive Challenger Learning Center, where visitors can experience a shuttle mis-
sion simulation. And it won't just be for the scientifically inclined. Art figures well into the building de-
sign, from the lobby's high ceiling and rich mosaic installation opposite the donor's wall, to an art gal-
lery. It's proof that art is also a part of scientific fields like aerospace and astronomy, said Jon Bet-
thauser of the Columbia Memorial Space Center. Continued on page 5 


